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SUBJECT: DEPT'S JANUARY 26 STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST 
REF: (A) STATE 19613, (B) STATE 19616 

1 . SINCE PAHMY WAS NOT AVAILABLE LAST EVENING, I 

TRIED TO ARRANGE A MEETING TODAY TO DELIVER DEPT STATE- 
MENT AND EXPLANATION. HIS CHEP DE CABINET, USAMA AL-BAZ, 
TOLD ME EGYPTIAN PERMREP HAD ALREADY REPORTED WHAT HE 
THOUGHT WAS PULL TEXT OP DEPT STATEMENT. HE THOUGHT 
PAHMY WOULD WANT TO SEE ME, HOWEVER, TO DISCUSS 
STATEMENT AND UNDERTOOK TO ARRANGE MEETING. HE DID NOT 
CALL BACK WHICH MAKES ME THINK PAHMY THOUGHT IT BEST NOT 
TO RECEIVE THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR ON THE DAY ALTER THE 
US VETO LEST SUCH A MEETING BE MISCONSTRUED BY THE 
PUBLIC. WE WILL SEE IP A MEETING IS ARRANGED POR TOMORROW. 

2. WHILE STATEMENT IS GOOD ONE, I THINK PAHMY'S 
REACTION WILL BE ONE OP DISAPPOINTMENT. HE WOULD 
HAVE PREPERRED THAT EXPLANATION OP US VETO BE MADE 
BY PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY. HE WILL CONTEND STATEMENT 
BY DEPT IS TOO IMPERSONAL AND MAKES LITTLE IMPACT ON ARAB 
WORLD. 
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